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Background

This exciting new project of the Amelia Piano Trio aims to fulfill two major goals:  first, to fill the current gap in the orchestral literature by bringing to life an important new triple concerto, based on the Orpheus and Eurydice myth.  Secondly, the project seeks to advance the cause of new music by inspiring and educating some of the best talent of the emerging generation through using as a launching pad for the new work a group of America’s top youth and college orchestras.  Invariably talented young musicians have little if any exposure to contemporary music until they reach at least the high school, or youth orchestra, level, or even later, upon entering conservatories or schools of music.   Yet it is critical that they have such exposure while still in their formative years.   Jason Duckles and Anthea Kreston themselves participated in youth orchestras in their youth, and as a trio the Amelias have extensive experience with performing, coaching, and in various residency activities at youth orchestras and colleges.  They know firsthand the pivotal effect that can result from working with living composers on a work created especially for them.

About the Composer 

Daron Hagen was born in 1961 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and educated at the Curtis Institute of Music and at the Juilliard School. His 1983 debut with the Philadelphia Orchestra made him the youngest composer since Samuel Barber to be so honored. "A composer who can crystallize a moment in musical magic is a rarity. Expect to hear more of Hagen." - The Washington Post  

Hagen is a versatile composer, moving easily from solo to large-scale orchestral works, including works for Youth Orchestras (most recently for the Vermont Youth Symphony).  The composer of seven operas, Hagen is currently composing Amelia for the Seattle Opera.  His works have been performed by major orchestras including the New York Philharmonic, Orpheus Chamber Orchestra, Brooklyn Philharmonic, and the National Symphony Orchestra.


The Amelia Piano Trio

The Amelia Piano Trio has become known for its commitment to new music, exemplified by an ASCAP award and several commissioning projects, among them, Pulitzer Prize-winning composer John Harbison’s first full-length trio, and trios by Augusta Read Thomas and Adam Silverman.  

The Amelia Trio enjoys an active touring schedule throughout the States. Called "remarkable" by Strings Magazine and "exemplary" by Strad, highlights of the trio’s short history include performances from Carnegie Hall to Seattle’s Meany Hall, and touring Central Asia with Yo Yo Ma and his Silk Road Ensemble.  Asked to be a National Public Radio "Young Ensemble in Residence", the Amelias played an exciting week of live concerts and interviews which put them firmly in the foreground of classical music in America, reaching an estimated 1.8 million 

listeners.  Combining musical excellence with a commitment to the next generation, the Amelia runs their own student chamber music camp in Wisconsin every summer, and has also won two grants from the Copland Fund and Chamber Music America for their innovative residencies in schools, hospitals, and for AIDS patients.

Commissioning Partners
 
Commissioning Partners’ names will be printed on the score and will appear in all printed material on the project.  Composer Daron Hagen will be present at the premieres of all partner orchestras (schedule to be negotiated separately), and will be available for press and radio interviews, pre-concert talks, etc.     Each partner will receive an autographed copy of the score.

Structure of Project

The concept for this project rests on bringing together a consortium of youth and college orchestras each of whom would contribute to the project’s costs and have the distinction of performing a premiere in their city.  From a practical standpoint, such a structure allows the project’s costs to be shared by many orchestras, who usually lack the resources to do such things alone.  The educational impact of the project would be furthered by having the option of having the trio spend several days in each city prior to each premiere, thus allowing both the students and their conductor to have an in depth encounter with the musicians and in a real way to help bring the work to life.  

During the trio’s stay, orchestras choose educational activities such as:

· Solo Master classes (violin/viola, cello, piano)

· Chamber Music Master classes or coaching (including wind instruments)

· Sectionals (of the Hagen Triple or other repertoire)

· Visits to local schools or community venues

Outcomes and Web-based networking

This project has the potential to have a major impact on the growth and development of the next generation of America’s musicians, to stimulate excitement and increased exposure for each of the participating orchestras, to further the career of one of America’s finest young composers, and to add a unique and important new work to the repertoire.  The trio will launch a MySpace.com site to further connect all students involved in this project.

For More Information

Additional information about the Amelia Trio can be found at www.ameliapianotrio.com.  For more information about this project, and to inquire about your orchestra’s possible participation, send an email to Triple@ameliapianotrio.com, or call 860-834-6028.
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